
 
 

LEGAL AID CELL DRAFT 

 

Legal Aid and Legal Schools 

“Editor’s Note: The concept of legal aid has been recognized as being of fundamental 

importance by the Indian judiciary. The right to legal aid has been espoused as a basic right. 

This paper examines the roots of the concept of legal aid as laid down in the Constitution and 

studies the development of legal aid in the modern times. The research in this paper is 

empirical and the researcher has examined the role of law schools in providing legal aid to 

the society. Information was collected from different national law schools about their legal 

aid initiatives and projects. The key findings have been recorded and common problems 

faced by law schools have been identified. Some solutions have been proposed to tackle 

these problems so that law schools can play a greater role in providing legal aid.” 

 

Historical Background 

The Indian Constitution is the ultimate rule-book in our country. It has articles and clauses 

for every activity of the country. Article 39 A of the Constitution of India says that the State 

shall secure that the legal system promotes justice on a basis of equal opportunity, and shall 

provide free legal aid, in any way, to ensure that every individual is provided justice 

irrespective of the economic or social differences. Articles 14 and 22(1) also make it 

obligatory for the State to ensure equality before law and a legal system which gives justice 

to all its subjects. Legal aid strives to ensure that constitutional pledge is fulfilled in its letter 

and spirit and equal justice is made available to the poor, downtrodden and weaker sections 

of the society. 

The evolution of the idea of legal aid came up in France during the year 1851 when the 

government there introduced an act to provide legal help to the needy. In India, the concept 

of legal aid started in 1952 when the Government asked for the legal help to the poor in 

various Law Conferences. In 1980, a Committee was formed to supervise legal aid programs 

throughout the country under the Chairmanship of Hon. Mr. Justice P.N. Bhagwati, then a 

Judge of the Supreme Court of India. It came to be known as CILAS -Committee for 

Implementing Legal Aid Schemes and it started working to provide legal help to the ones in 

need throughout the country. The setting up of Lok Adalats was another achievement in the 

field of legal aid for the citizens of India. These courts speeded up the trial process in our 

country and thus justice was given faster. 

In 1987, Legal Services Authority Act was enacted so that the concept of legal aid cells gain 

a statutory base and uniformity. Being not so perfect, this act was finally enforced in 1995 by 

Hon. Mr. Justice R.N. Mishra mainly and came into use. The National Legal Services 



 
 

Authority was constituted in 1995 and Hon. Dr. Justice A.S. Anand, Judge, Supreme Court 

of India took over as the Executive Chairman. A nationwide network was set up and the apex 

body being the National Legal Services Authority. They mainly promoted that every 

individual should get justice and for that, it laid down principles and policies so that as per 

the Constitution, legal service is available to all. 

Certain measures were taken up so that the main motive of legal aid cells would fulfill. The 

following are some of the measures which were implemented by the Central Authority: 

• Disposal of cases by the  Lok Adalats 

• Publicity to Legal Aid Schemes and programs to make people aware about legal aid 

facilities 

• Legal aid facilities in jails 

• Accrediting NGOs and organizations for spreading legal awareness 

“Whatever standards a man chooses to set for himself, be they religious, moral, social or 

purely rational in origin, it is the law which prescribes and governs his rights and duties 

towards the other members of the community. This somewhat arbitrary collection of 

principles he has very largely to take as he finds and in a modern society it tends to be so 

diverse and complex that the help of an expert is often essential not merely to enforce or 

defend legal rights but to recognize, identify and define them.” -Mathews and Outton. 

Therefore we can see how the concept of legal aid cells took birth and how it started gaining 

more and more importance after every stage. 

Need For Legal Aid 

There has been a great change in the minds of the people of the nation towards the concept of 

legal aid from a responsibility of the accused to find a lawyer and seek help to a fundamental 

right of an accused to seek free legal aid. Even after all the efforts of the statute to make the 

concept of legal aid flourish in our state, the set goals have not yet been achieved. There are 

many obstacles to the successful application of legal aid in the country. 

People are still not aware of their basic rights due to which the legal aid movement has not 

achieved its goal yet. It is the absence of legal awareness which leads to exploitation and 

deprivation of rights and benefits of the poor. Thus it is the need of the hour that the poor 

illiterate people should be imparted with legal knowledge and should be educated on their 

basic rights which should be done from the grass root level of the country. The poor people, 

who are not that fit socially and economically do not know about their legal rights and the 

legal procedures to solve disputes. They either just give up on their rights or end up solving 

them on the streets or to worsen the situation, they use their muscle power. This kills the 

legal system of the country and the citizens lose faith in the administration of the law of the 

country. 



 
 

Thus legal aid to the poor and weak person is compulsory for the preservation of the rule of 

law which is necessary for the existence of the society. The poor and the unaware people 

being kept in the dark and not given justice are equal to the law and rights being unfair to all 

the citizens. As per the Legal Services Authority Act, anyone who fits into the following 

criteria is entitled to free legal aid. 

• A victim of human trafficking or a beggar 

• Mentally or physically disabled people 

• A woman or a child 

• A victim of any disaster or unwanted accident 

• An industrial workman 

• One in custody, including protective custody 

• A person facing a charge which may result in imprisonment 

• Anyone who is not able to hire a lawyer for reasons like poverty 

Even today, there are many people who suffer injustice just because they are unaware of 

their rights. It is not only in the rural parts of the country but also in the urban. There are 

many educated people who are either too last to start the legal procedures or are simply 

unaware of their legal rights and thus suffer. In some cases, the fault lies on the individual 

who doesn’t take up any action even after knowing his legal rights and how he can be 

rewarded justice but, in some cases, there are people who are totally unaware of their legal 

rights. They have no idea that there are rules framed in their country for every injustice or 

violence of their rights. These are the people who are in real need of awakening and need to 

be enlightened. 

Thus the need of the hour is that we need to focus on effective and proper implementation of 

the laws which we already possess instead of passing new legislations to make legal aid in 

the country a reality instead of just a myth in the minds of the countrymen. 

 

Role of School of Law 

Legal schools are the major colleges where undergraduate law courses are offered. These 

institutions are an exception in the field of education. They make the law makers and 

counsellors for the country; they make lawyers for the country, for the successful application 

of the law in the country. In India, there are many legal schools. There are in total 14 

national law schools India. National law schools have a brand name in providing legal 

education in India. These law schools have all taken up the initiative to spread awareness 

about the Indian law and provide legal aid to the needy. These legal schools have taken up 

the duty of spreading legal awareness all around the country. Creating bodies, finding out the 

ones in need and helping them by providing them legal advice, funds and guiding them are 

the major tasks of these legal aid cells in legal school. 



 
 

The primary obligation to provide legal services to the poor resides with the government and 

a little with the people practicing law as a profession. It is not much the work of law schools. 

Nevertheless, law schools do have some obligation to contribute to the solution of the crisis 

in access to justice, and it seems obvious that the obligation is best accomplished by the legal 

aid clinics of the law schools by assisting low-income individuals and communities that are 

unaware or have particular difficulty obtaining lawyers because of the nature of their legal 

problems. 

The legal profession is expected to play a dynamic role in the administration of justice. Law 

Schools being the recruiting grounds for the legal profession, there is a need to inject new 

spirit into the content of legal education to make lawyers and legal professionals socially 

relevant and professionally competent to secure the constitutional mandate of access to 

justice. In 1997, the Bar Council of India has made the study of legal aid an important and 

compulsory subject in the academic topics of the law schools in India. However, this 

measure has not been implemented to a satisfactory level of performance even after more 

than 15 years of the introduction of the rule. 

All the law schools are playing some or the other role to enhance the role of legal aid in 

India. Though some are not at all satisfactory, there are some who if given a little more 

support, may become a great help to the society. The law schools can be of a great help to 

the society. Being students, they will gain experience and they will have all resources like 

time and a nominal amount of money to invest in doing good deeds like this. Setting up 

seminars, going to the masses, visiting the jails and doing other activities can help to bring a 

change in the society. 

 

 

 

 

 

Composition: 

1. Chairperson – Asst. Prof. Sheetal Sable  

2. Vice Chairperson – Asst. Prof.  Vidya Nair 

3. General Secretary – Asst. Prof. Dipali Khavle 

4. Faculty Co-ordinator: Asst. Prof. Vaibhav Dharod 

   Asst. Prof. Sumit Khandare 

   Asst. Prof.  Sadaf Khan 

   Asst. Prof.  Prachi Dodke 

   Asst. Prof. Heena Patel  

   Asst. Prof.  Yogyata Pendkalkar 



 
 

   Asst. Prof. Harshal Padwal 

 

 

5. Student Representative: (Para Legal Volunteers) 

   1) Pranat Sachin 

   2) Satya Agarwal 

   3) Hanshika Gupta 

   4) Anushka Nair 

5) Vansika Patel 

 

 

 

Activities of Legal Aid Cell: 

 

Free Legal Aid & Legal Literacy Camps 

Every year students will have an opportunity to serve the society through Legal Aid & Legal 

Literacy Camp. 

 

Women Empowerment 

D Y Patil School of Law applauds women empowerment through various seminars, 

organizational justice & regular Interventions 

 

Juvenile Justice 

Juvenile justice, policies, network of law and procedures deliberate to regulate the processing 

and treatment of non-adult offenders for violations of law. 

 

Social Justice 

Rule of law and democracy can flourish only when people have effective and speedy access 

to justice for free or a very reasonable amount of money. 

 

Research Projects 

Our primary mission is to train our students to produce highly cost-effective and efficient 

legal research. 

 

Senior Citizens 

Free Legal Counselling to senior Citizen will be provided. 

 

Legal Awareness Seminars 

Legal Awareness seminars on Human Rights & its implementations. 

 

Social Justice 

Rule of law and democracy can flourish only when people have effective and speedy access 

to justice for free or a very reasonable amount of money. 



 
 

 

Research Projects 

Our primary mission is to train our students to produce highly cost-effective and efficient 

legal research. 

 

Senior Citizens 

Free Legal Counselling to senior Citizen will be provided. 

 

Legal Awareness Seminars 

Legal Awareness seminars on Human Rights & its implementations. 

 

Public Interest Litigation 

Public interest is a common concern among citizens in the management and affairs of local, 

state, and national government. The right to move to the Court by appropriate proceedings 

for the enforcement will be provided. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

ARRIVAL OF THE GUEST, THE GUEST WAS ESCORTED BY THE LEGAL AID COMMITTEE 

VOLUTEERS AND WAS WELOCMED BY THE FACULTY MEMBERS. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INAUGURATION OF THE LEGAL AID CELL DONE BY OUR GUEST OF HONOUR. 

 

 
 

 

PICTURE OF OUR CHIEF GUEST OF HONOUR INSIDE THE LEGAL AID CELL WITH THE 

VLOUNTEERS AND THE FACULTY MEMBERS. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR CHIEF GUEST OF HONOUR LIGHTNED THE LAMP AND BEGAN WITH THE OPENING OF 

THE PROGRAM. 

 
AFTER THE OPENING SPEECH GIVEN BY ASST. PROF. DILPALI KHAVLE, NALSA’S ANTHEM 

WAS PLAYED THEREAFTER SIR ADDRESSED THE STUDENTS AND GAVE INFORMATION 

ABOUT DISTRICT LEGAL AID SERVICES AUTHORITY ON THE OCCASION OF WORLD DAY OF 

SOCIAL JUSTICE WHICH FALLS ON 2OTH FEBRUAY 23. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THEREAFTER ASST. PROF. SHEETAL SABLE GAVE VOTE OF THANKS AND  ASST. PROF. 

VIDYA NAIR FELICATED OUR GUEST OF HONOUR WITH THE TOKEN OF APPRECIATION . 

 
 

 

AFTER PLAYING NATIONALANTHEM SIR CLICKED A GROUP PHOTOGRAPH WITH ALL THE 

FACULTIES AND STUDENTS  

 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SIR VISITED OUR MOOT COURT ROOM AND CLICKED A PHOTOGRAPH TOGETHER. 

 
 

PHOTO CLICKED IN ISLAND CAFÉ AFTER THE PROGRAM FINISHED WITH THE VOLUNTIERS 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APRRECIATION MAIL SENT TO OUR CHIEF GUEST OF HOUNOUR AND FEEDBACK ASKED. 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPRECIATION MESSAGE SENT BY SIR. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STUDENTS ATTENDANCE  

 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

FEEDBACK FORM OF THE STUDENTS 

 



 
 

 


